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J ohn Russell Blanton was born May 14, 1974 in Henderson, Texas to William Bill

Blanton and Jean Clark Blanton and he departed his earthly home October 12,
2008 in Conroe, Texas. John was a member of the First Baptist Church of Henderson

and had made a profession of faith at the age of nine. John attended Henderson High

School and graduated from Kilgore College. He loved computer technology and
worked as an IT tech for 3TEC Energy and Petrohawk Energy for several years

before joining the U.S. Army. He was proud to serve as a military policeman with the
101st Airborne, Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He completed a tour of duty in Iraq before

being honorably discharged for serving his country.

John loved to help others and usually volunteered to do more than was asked of him. He was a
man of his word and prided himself in being honest and straight-forward. His friends will long
remember his kindness and love of adventure.

Leaving behind to cherish his memory is his wife, Leticia, and children, Jonathan, Jessica, Taylor,
Andy and Nick of Conroe. John's parents are Bill and Jean Blanton of Henderson. Surviving
maternal grandmother is Corene Clark of Henderson and special uncle and aunt, Harold and

Lois Wesson of Henderson.

Family members preceding him in death include maternal grandfather, Russell Clark, paternal

grandparents, Ancel and Willie V. Blanton.

Visitation will be Saturday, October 18, 2008, at Rader Funeral Home at one o'clock with services
following at two o'clock with Rev. Bill Tisdale officiating. Interment will follow with burial in Rusk

County Memorial Gardens.

Pallbearers include Tony Minsquero, Chris Rhudy, Bill Hendrix, Brent Duncan, Dana Ashby and

Lance Haynes.
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Tribute Wall John Russell Blanton
MAY  14, 1974 - OCT  12, 2008

Anonymous posted:

##imported-begin##Betty Gray##imported-end##

March 10 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean, Bill and Corine, I am sorry to hear that John has passed away. My thoughts are with you now

and forever. Linda Romer##imported-begin##Linda Romer##imported-end##

October 30 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Bill, Jean, and Jonathan - John was a great friend to me. A day hasn't gone by that I don't think of

him and what a great man he was and how much he meant to not only me, but so many others. I love

him and miss him dearly. You all are in my thoughts and prayers.Life has to end; Love

doesn't.##imported-begin##Carly Reynolds - Allred##imported-end##

October 28 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Leticia and Family -We send our condolences for your loss in a son, husband, father and friend. Our

prayers go out to all of you in this time of sadness. May the Lord be with you and yours to help you

get through this difficult time. We are all here for you if you need anything. We love you and are

praying for you. You know where to find us for anything. We'll be checking in on you often.Love

always,Chrissy and Dale and the boys##imported-begin##Chrissy Gunderson & Family##imported-

end##

October 26 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

My prayers go out to all his family and friends.##imported-begin##Melissa##imported-end##

October 26 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Dear Bill & Jean,I am so sorry to hear about John. May God be with you and give you strength &

comfort during this difficult time. You are in our thoughts & prayers.Love in Christ,Debbie Ashby

Payne##imported-begin##Debbie Ashby Payne##imported-end##

October 22 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

We are praying for you and all of your family. Re: our sovereign God, the Scriptures are clear:"For this

God is our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even unto death."Psa48:14But God will redeem

my soul from the power of the grave; for He will receive me Psa 49:15 & Psa.23 Delbert & Betty

Gray##imported-begin##Delbert & Betty Gray##imported-end##

October 22 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

To the Blanton Family,My prayers go out to you. May God strengthen you daily. I am so sorry for your

loss. God Bless You.##imported-begin##Nikie Lewis Avila##imported-end##

October 21 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

May God sustain and comfort you as you continue to trust in Jesus. Our hearts and prayers are lifted

to our Heavenly Father on your behalf. May sweet memories bring a smile to you; may God remind

you of who you are in Him...His dear beloved child. Let Him hold you and give you strength and

comfort for the days ahead as you rest in Him.... Desha and Casey Clawson##imported-

begin##Desha and Casey Clawson##imported-end##

October 20 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

To the family of John Blanton,We are very sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

John attended West Rusk for a short time, but touched our lives in a way that we will remember

forever. May God bless you and keep you during this very hard time in your lives.##imported-

begin##Corey and Leah Bobbitt##imported-end##

October 20 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Mr. & Mrs. Blanton,I was so sorry to here about John. We work together for several years ar

Petrohawk and I consider him a special friend. I had just talked to him on October 9th. He was

excited about starting up a Travel business. My prayers to you and your familly in this time of need. I

just lost my uncle after a short illness, here in Florida so I could not been there for John's

memorial.##imported-begin##Melynda Mosley##imported-end##

October 19 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

To the John Blanton Family,May God comfort you in your time of need. I have very fond memories of

John at Henderson during our school years. May his contribution to life be remembered.Class of

1992In my memories...##imported-begin##Monica Wall Grant##imported-end##

October 19 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

To John's family especially his parents, wife, and children:May GOD continue to comfort and keep

you during this time of bereavement. My deepest sympathy and condolescenes are with the entire

Blanton family. I will continue to pray for you all. May GOD bless.Senior Class 1992##imported-

begin##LaGasha Coleman Brown##imported-end##

October 19 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

To John's FamilyMay God continue to comfort you during this time of bereavement. My prayers are

with you.Fay Williams Terry##imported-begin##Fay Williams Terry##imported-end##

October 19 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

To the Blanton Family:I was saddened to hear about John's passing. I, along with our HHS 1992

class, have many fond memories of John. May God bless your family in this difficult

time.##imported-begin##Marredia Rogers##imported-end##

October 19 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

To the family of John R. Blanton.I ask the Lord to comfort your weaknesses and grief over your loss

and that you may receive mercy and find grace to help in time for every need with appropriate and

well-timed help, coming just when you need it. As John's classmate I have many fond memories. He

will be missed.HHS Class 1992.##imported-begin##Reneita L. Kelly Lawson##imported-end##

October 19 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Bill and Jean,I am so sorry for your loss. I have always thought of John on our shared birthday and I

will continue to do so. I have many good memories of our boys together when they were young.

Please know that you are in my thoughts and prayers as you seek the strength to go

forward.##imported-begin##Donna Abercrombie##imported-end##

October 18 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Dear Bill and FamilyI am truly sorry to hear about your loss. My thoughts are with you in your time of

need.##imported-begin##DARREN GRAMMER##imported-end##

October 18 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean and Family, Please know that my thoughts and prayers are with you.##imported-begin##Pam

Cox Coward##imported-end##

October 18 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Mr. and Mrs. Blanton-I share many memories of John throughout our school days in Henderson. I

would like to express my sincerest sympathy in your loss. May God bless you and his family during

this time.##imported-begin##Cory Duncan##imported-end##

October 18 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

##imported-begin##Sharlot Guytine##imported-end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Dear Jean and family,I am so sorry to hear about the passing of your son. Know that you are in my

thoughts and prayers.With love and sympathy,Sharlot##imported-begin##Sharlot

Guytine##imported-end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Bill & Jean, we can't begin to put ourselves in your shoes. We know what losing loved ones is like,

but not a child & we know how very much you loved John. God knows your needs now & we pray he

will wrap you in his arms & give you the strength & comfort that you need now & in the future. Our

love & prayers are with you & your family. In Christian Love & Sympathy, Denny &

Merlene##imported-begin##Denny & Merlene Ainsworth##imported-end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Bill and Jean,Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. We remember the time

when Carla and John played together when they were babies. They had such a great time. May God

bless and keep you both.Randy and Mary Ann##imported-begin##Randy and Mary Ann##imported-

end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean and Bill, Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this time. May our Lord

wrap his arms around you during this time of grief and sorrow. We love you,Jo, Larry and

Pauline##imported-begin##Jo & Larry Pace and Pauline Teakell##imported-end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

PAGE 8 OF 20



Tribute Wall John Russell Blanton
MAY  14, 1974 - OCT  12, 2008

Anonymous posted:

Jean & Family, My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.Roger D. LintonAustin,

Tx##imported-begin##Roger D. Linton##imported-end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean, Corine and Bill,My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. I share with you

the feelings you are experiencing and hope you will be able to gather the strength to face the future

and all the things it holds. We will always cherish and love those who go ahead of us but we can find

peace in knowing they are in a wonderful place. God bless you and your family.##imported-

begin##Shirley Crawford##imported-end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Tish,We are so saddened by your loss. Please let us know if you need anything. God Bless

You.##imported-begin##Marco and Sandra Martinez##imported-end##

October 17 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

John and I were friends for many many years. He was my nearest and dearest friend, the one I could

always count on to lend a listening ear or cheer me up when I was down. I loved him greatly and will

forever keep him in my heart. Mr. and Mrs. Blanton, you are in my thoughts and prayers. I know he is

at peace and is shining down on all of us.##imported-begin##Melissa Rogers Clayton##imported-

end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I had the honor of working with John at Petrohawk. He was a very well liked gentleman and was

always eager of help any way he could. The world will never be the same without him. My prayers go

out to his family. May God Bless You.##imported-begin##Renee Smith##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Although we never had the honor of meeting John personally, we have heard so many wonderful

things about him and know that he was truly a wonderful and honorable person.On behalf of our

family, we would like to express our sincerest sympathy to Leticia and his family. We would like to

thank him and his family for his service to our country. Please know that you will remain in our

prayers for some time and he did not leave...it was just time for another angel to go home. Please let

us know if there is anything we can do.##imported-begin##Rodney & Brandy Coulter##imported-

end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean,Bill and Corine,I am so sorry for your loss. You are in my prayers. May your hearts be filled with

all of your wonderful memories of John.Love, Carolyn##imported-begin##Carolyn White

Whitwell##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I a sorry for the loss of your husband. If you need me i am here.##imported-begin##Tom & April

Miller##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

So very sorry to hear of your loss. John was so well thought of at Petrohawk and is sincerely

missed.##imported-begin##Susan Cook##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I am so sorry for your loss. I had the pleasure of working with John at 3Tec and having him as a

friend. He was a good man and will truly be missed. My thoughts and prayers are with

you.##imported-begin##Angela Bailey##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

John was a wonderful person, help anyone, anytime, and anywhere. I remember he would tell me not

eat candy too much or my teeth would be rotten, he will truly be missed. My thoughts and prayers

are with his family and friends.##imported-begin##Hong Hoang##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jonathan,You have my deepest condolences. If you need anything let me know.##imported-

begin##Laurie Fisher##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Leticia,My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. We are all here at work waiting

for your return to be of any help or lend assistance whenever you need it. Bless you and your

children....you will find the strength to be there for your children and to keep John's memory alive in

all of your hearts.Pam##imported-begin##Pam Avery##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

We were so sad to hear of Johns passing. We'll always have the memories of John and Brad playing

in the neighborhood when they were little boys. John was always ready to play army. God bless your

family##imported-begin##Carl & Debbie Smith, Brad & Jennifer Smith##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

May the Lord Bless you, Evelyn Wall Anderson##imported-begin##Evelyn Wall

Anderson##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Mr. and Mrs. Blanton,I wish I could say something other than I'm sorry. I remember Karen and I

meeting John at church camp when we were 13 and he was so sweet. We had such a great time

hanging out at my grandparent's house and yours. When I had heart surgery several years later he

was still there, bringing me vitamin e oil for my scar and taking me on jeep rides. He will be missed,

and you and his wife and children will be in my prayers.Love,Ashley Fountain Huff##imported-

begin##Ashley Fountain Huff##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean and Bill, John and I want you to know you are in our thoughts and prayers. We will be unable to

attend the service, but please know we're there with you in spririt. Our prayer is that the Lord will

wrap you in His arms and carry you through this time of loss.##imported-begin##John and Vicky

Waldie##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Our family will have you in our thoughts and prayers. God be with you in this time of

grief.##imported-begin##Margaret & Robert Minton and family##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean and Bill,Words cannot express the shock and sadness I feel for you and everyone in John's

circle. The only thing I can figure is God must need someone to work on his computersLarry

Copeland##imported-begin##Larry Copeland##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jonathan,Hey Buddy, I believe there is a reason for every thing that happens, and sometimes it takes

a while to realize those reasons, we will make it through this and you will have a very bright future. So

hang in there Buddy, Grandpa will always be there for you and I love you very

much.Grandpa##imported-begin##Larry Copeland##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Ms. Corene,We are so sorry to hear of John's passing. I didn't know him as the wonderful man he

had become, but as the little boy visiting his grandmother in the courthouse. We are so thankful for

MEN like him who serve to protect us.Our most sincere condolences to you, his parents, wife and

precious children. We will pray for God's comfort for all of you during this most difficult

time.##imported-begin##Howard and Pam Flanagan##imported-end##

October 16 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

You be missed man. Enjoyed our time working together. Really appreciate all of the good stories from

military life. Thank you very much for your service. We not forget you.Cheers.##imported-

begin##Trace McQuaig##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Leticia,My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. I am sorry we did not get to meet John

but what we have heard from you, he was a wonderful person.##imported-begin##Laurie

Acuna##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean, I can't imagine what you are going through. But I know you have cherished memories of a son

long grown into manhood. My prayers are with you and your husband.##imported-begin##Marilyn

Martin##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I AM THINKING ABOUT YOUR FAMILY##imported-begin##MAXINE HUNT##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Dear Jean and Leticia,There are no words to express the shock and loss that we all feel. Please know

that he loved you both dearly.We loved John as one of our own, and trusted him implicitly with our

girls. He was the Big Brother that they never had and he took that role seriously! He was the kindest

most generous "gentle-man", and we were so blessed to have had him in our lives. Our love and

prayers are with you.Rick and P.J. Wilson##imported-begin##Rick and P.J. Wilson##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

My prayers are with you##imported-begin##Madeline Allen##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I remember the day John told me he was leaving 3TEC to enlist in the Army to avenge the deaths of

those lost on 9-11. He did it, and I am still amazed by this selfless act. John Blanton is an American

hero. My condolences to his Mother and Father, his Wife and Children, and anyone lucky enough to

have known him.##imported-begin##Scott Palmer##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

John was a great guy that was always there to lend a helping hand. You will not be forgotten bro.My

thoughts and prayers go out to his family. God bless.##imported-begin##Jason Barr##imported-

end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I knew John while employed at Petrohawk. He was a very kind individual that always had a smile on

his face & willing to help out in any way. He will be missed but never forgotten and thank you John

for serving our country!##imported-begin##Sandra A. Vasquez-Brandin##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

I worked with John at Petrohawk. He was friendly and helpful to everyone. My thoughts and prayers

go out to his family.##imported-begin##Merlene Shaw##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Jean, Bill, and Corene,I was so sorry to hear about John passing away. My family and I will be

thinking about you during this very difficult time.##imported-begin##Kathy Sullivan##imported-

end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

My prayers go out to the family. I know how tuff this is. I lost my son 7 years ago. Their gone but

never forgotten. I worked with John at Petrohawk. Enjoyed being around him. He reminded me of my

son. The world has lost another Angel. God Bless You.##imported-begin##Blanche

Buchanan##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I worked with John at 3TEC Energy. He was always putting a smile on peoples faces. He was a nice

person and I am honored to have known him. My thoughts and prayers are with you and may he rest

in peace.Sincerely,Denise D. Jimenez##imported-begin##Denise D. Jimenez##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Tish,Jamie and I would like to send our love and condolences to you and the kids. We both love you

so much and are so terribly sorry for your loss. Please let us know if you need anything. We're

thinking about you and our door is always open.Love you!##imported-begin##Michelle & Jamie

Dawson##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Letty,May peace be with you and your babies. My thoughts and prayers are going your way. If you

need anything, a place to get a way to, a babysitter, or whatever please let me know. We love you

girl. I remember our emails about John and Nacho, I just went and reread them. Know that he loved

you and the babies greatly. Take care chickie we love you!##imported-begin##Kristi

Hazlewood##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I worked with John @ Petrohawk and he was one of the nicest young men I have worked with. My

sincerest condolences to his family for their loss. May God bless you.Sincerely,Becky

Gillespie##imported-begin##Becky Gillespie##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

In the quiet moments, when the hurt is hard to bear, May love become your shelter and may the

beauty of precious memories be your comfort. You are held in gentle thought and prayer.I hope this

saying helps you like it has helped me. He will be missed.##imported-begin##Cindy

Hathorn##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

John had a huge heart and a giving spirit, and alot of fun to be around and make memories with. I am

very fortunate to have been a part of his life. He was loved and cared about very much by my family

and me and will deeply missed by all of us. My prayers are with his wife, children, parents and

family.A family is a circle of love, not broken by a loss, but made stronger by the memories.Blessed

are those who mourn, for they will be comforted Matthew 5:4##imported-begin##Jacquie

Fregia##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

I first met John at 3TEC. the big guy was one of the most helpful men and gave selflessly of himself. i

too remember when he decided to enlist, again giving of himself.i also had the pleasure of working

with him again at Petrohawk. he loved life and helping others; its been a shock to hear he's gone.my

sympathys to his parents, wife and children. may he rest in peace.##imported-begin##Joann

McCormick##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

John was a great person to work with....He was always smiling and cheerful...He was a very

knowledgeable and hard worker..We miss him and pray that his family finds a way to cope with their

loss.##imported-begin##Charles Cusack##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Need anything just ask? So sorry for your loss - the future holds happiness for you and your

family.##imported-begin##Billy Powell##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Your family is in my thoughts and prayers. With deepest condolences,Amy & Nicholas##imported-

begin##Amy##imported-end##

October 15 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Bill & Jean, Shock, despair, absolutely left me broken-hearted after reading John's obit. Words are

insufficient. Remember my friend, our prayers are with you andhis family. A memory of John as he

sat in my sixth grade English class,first row, back seat located near the window. Quietly and politely

heanswered when I spoke to him. He worked diligently to achieve his goals--even though his dreams

wereclearly outside the window. We are so proud of his service toour country. I know he took

greatpride in his accomplishments. Our deepest sympathy and concernfor all. Don & Brenda Moon

Minden, TX##imported-begin##Brenda Moon##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Please accept my deepest sympathy on the loss of your son John. My thuoghts and prayers are with

you.##imported-begin##Alma Johnson##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

John was like a brother so us. We have many unforgettable memories with him.Thank you for Serving

our Country,and for all you did! You will always be a part of our lives! You will be missed!All Our

Love,Cindy WatsonJesy GonzalezAnna GonzalezBetty Gonzalez Mom##imported-begin##Cindy T.

Watson##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

John was a wonderful man and a most appreciated co-worker.I admired him for his service in the

U.S. Army and I let him know that almost on a daily basis with a salute. He would return the phrase

"as you were soldier." I called him "Soldier Boy."John loved music and would share some of his

favorites with me from time to time. John would talk at length about his term over seas. He said he

was proud of his participation there and would have no problem going back.I pray for peace of mind

for his wife, children, parents, and grieving friends.Rest in Peace "Soldier Boy"##imported-

begin##BJ Bertrand##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

I was deeply saddened to hear of John's passing. He was a good friend and will be missed by all

who knew him. My thoughts and prayers are with his family; I hope you are comforted to know he is

at peace.##imported-begin##Leah Moon Becton##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

John was a very dear friend to me, and I loved him very much, he was a good man, that served his

country and would do anything for anybody. I was proud and honored to call him friend. He will be

deeply missed. My thoughts and prayers go out to his sonâ??s and his parents. May God Bless you

and protect you in your time of need as well as Bless the soul of such a wonderful man.##imported-

begin##Julie Elskes Holt##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

My deepest sympathy to your family. John was a wonderful person and he will definitely be missed. I

will keep all of you in my thoughts and prayers.##imported-begin##Mary Puckitt##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

My thoughts and prayers are with your family. John was a wonderful person and he will be greatly

missed.##imported-begin##Jamie Robinson##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Your family is in our thoughts and our prayers.The Wheat Family##imported-begin##Shay Wheat

Bird##imported-end##

October 14 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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